Greetings prograns! This
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is the time of year when me stop being quite so pleased to see all the new people turning up and start

denanding meabership fees! Dave Bate (Treasurer) has just had lots of lovely, fresh, neabership cards printed and would like to

" exchange thea for pictures of the Queen. The same applies to people with crosses by their names on this nemsletter.

So, the main highlight of this tera seems tu_have been cancelled due to Alan Garner having been taken ill. Apologies to all who were

-1ooking forward to seeting his. Needless to sayy OUSFE has sent collective best wishes for his recovery via wife, briselda.

Ne will just have to make do with the Christmas Party then, I quess. (See Society News for details).

News of the Hugos, in case you haven't already heard:
Best Novel: Ender’s Game - Orson Scott Card.
Best Novella: 24 Views of Mt. Guji, by Hokusai - Roger lelazny.
Best Novelette: Paladin of the Lost Hour - Harlan Ellison.

Best Short: Ferai and Frost- Fred Pohl. |
Dramatic: Back To The Future. Presumably, for “bringing science fiction to the people,” because, frankly, there's no other

possible excuse for passing over Brazil.

Book News

-6ene Wolfe; Free Live Free,

I was (a) slightly disappointed
(b) impressed
(c) moderately amused

by this, latest work of the author with the post (a) skill of all currently writing st authors
(b) street cred

(c) artistic genius.

Despite (a) high character turnover and (a) disappointing ending,
(b) unfortunate over-plotting in the middle (b) a time travel plot to baffle those who have read thea all,

(c) meandering narrative (c) twenty pages of whirlwind explanation at the end,

the (a) seami-mainstream main text was excellent and the (a) characterization at least subtle.

(b) characterization (b) anti-authoritarian propaganda
(c) all of the above (c) sensitivity towards society's failures

Read it. (a) No, read "Peace’ instead
{b) Drool

(r) Bhpro'c py fpe?

[ (a)IFT; (bINRT; (c)PJCVR 1

-Piers Anthony; Of Man and Hanta _
"Originally published as the trilogy ‘Oanivore
with "Macroscope’ and "Chthon'/ ‘Phthor’/ ‘Garghxzy’).

streams, and reasonably gqood plotting as a bonus.” (Neal T.)

‘Orn’ and ‘Ox’, this is probably one of Anthony's best three efforts {along
Interesting characters, vivid and different alien world and alternate tiae

-Joe Haldeaman; Dealing in Futures (Futura, £2.30)
*A collection of fourteen iteas, including three poems, a novella, and a novel segment, with informative and chatty bits fros

the author in between. The stories are quite wide ranging in subject amatter and style. There is a fantasy story, two humorous sf
tales and two supernatural stories, one of which (“lindsay and the Red City Blues') is rather effective.

"The poems are quite engaging as is the story ‘The Pilot'. Of particular interest is the itea "You Can Kever Go Back™ which
was originally intended to be part af the novel ‘The Forever kar'. It covers the second silitary action (they land and fight again

this tiae) and the subsequent tesporary return hose of Mandella and Potter which features an alternative, more violent (though less

aundane) future Earth than that portrayed in the published version of the novel.
desonstrates that a successful novella does not recult when a short story-length plot is conveyed at half the usual

pace. 'Hore Than The Sum Of His Parts’ analyses the possible megalonania resulting from the creation of cyborgs but contains one of
the aost revolting piqceé of cexual violence that 1 have ever read in mainstream fiction. This leads on to a general criticisa of
the collection, though it may well be a personal one. ! admired Haldeman's ability in his early work to describe violence 1in a
fluent, plausible way since the casual nature of the portrayal seemed to heighten the horror without revelling in it. However, it
is difficult to read phrases like ‘...the crunch of bone, the chewy liver and long suck of intestinal contents, the warm amush of
brains’ without feeling that he has begun to indulge this ability to rather dubious ends. This is a comaon trait in the collection.

"The general iampression of this book ic one of a lack of inventiveness. Most of the iteas are of little real substance and
contain few new speculations, This is very sad fros an author whose first offerings were exciting and well worth re-reading. In
his notes, Haldeman tries to answer the perennial question Where do you get your ideas from? My feeling was that | did not
especially care where he qot thes from, but I just wished that he had been back there recently to get some new ones.” (David Lanel.

"‘Seasons’

-Phil Raines: Review of le Guin's ‘Always Coming Home.
"This, his latest work, is out in newsletter fora only so far, but will prove intresting to fans of his classic <f novel

reviews. This latest work is very different froe his old glories. [t's not a straight review; he uses the word ‘culture’ four
times. It is the study of pretended civility (what else, from a man who was once in North-East USR), pieced together froa a
~collection of stories and legends about his sensitivity. The work rests largely on his cultivated culture and that culture resains
a personal one. Clearly it's no Utopia reading Raines: it's reminiscent of standard naive culture and I found 1t unoriginal. Too
auch seems to have been lifted from existing American and Scottish cultures as if too such of the work is superfluous. In the end,
I didn‘t believe it for it is a review where thinking's haraful effects have béen neutralised, and empty comsent has no social

If reviews can be described as an individual ‘s genuine response to literature then this work is unconsciously

personal fantasy there is not a fascinating set of key ideas and themes 1in his
o ask hia the key questions

iapact whatsoever.

not a review. Reneath the self-indulgence of his
work as a whole. Try to avoid hia in your local library but if cornered, try to break into his-flow t

Mr.Raines, are you a fake?" (David Lane).
(Nho said this wasn't a back-stabbing society? - eds.l
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{.The Phoenix (Walton Street)

Dreanchild - 80 year old Alice visits the New Norld for the first tise and is reviﬁited_by disturﬁing and enlightening semories of
Oxtord and her girlhood relationship with the shy, staamering Charles Dodgson. Jia Henson's Creatures are the bizarre and
terrifying Wonderland inhabitants. - Saturday 29 Nov., 11:00pa. %5 ~ FRI DEC S —LATESHOW ¢ ({ pm)

RUKNER L STARMNANIICPy, 1)
2.P.P.P.{Jeune Street).

Repo Man - Punk comedy about car repossessor who thrives on tense situations. - Sunday 23 - Saturday 29 Nov.

3.ABC (Magdalen St.)

Nightaare ov Eln Street 2 - Freddy's Revenge - You were warned...

4.Coaing Soon. ..

dohn Carpenter’s Big Trouble In Little China- Kurt Russell stars as an Indiana Jones clone in thic adventure tale of the
underworld. |

Labyrinth - David Bowie and Jim Henson's puppets. And that's all we know...

Society News

1.The Great OUSFE Party: Saturday 27 November (7" week) Christ Church, Undercroft Roos, B - 11:30pma. Drinks and snacks will be
provided...we unwisely turned up late last year. Fancy dress is optional but quite a few people do dress up and you may want to
kick yourselt for turning up in the usual boring attire. We always do. :

Fully equipped with disco thopefully including a DJ) this annual event culaminates in whirling, drunken OUSFE mesbers Wearing
sheets and/or dustbin bags. Negatives can be purchased froa Mark Grant. For the right price, that is. |

Now we coae to the bottoa line. Money. Tickets are £3.00 to mesbers, £3.50 to non-mesbers and there is a £1.00 discount if you
promise to go teetotal. Miss it at your risk. We always do.('). '

.Library Heetings: Every Sunday, at 8:15pm, in New College, New Building, St12 Ra3. On Sunday of 8" week there’s going to be an

auction of ‘surplus’ books at 10:00pm in the library, so cose along and get that title you've always been
looking for. Anyway, here's Ivan with some sore info on library eatters... |
ouggestions boxes: On ay (Ivan‘s) door. The book and speaker suggestions boxes have been well-supported, and we have -acted on
the forser and we are in the process of doing something about the latter. The video suggestions box, however is being widely
ignored. Please support this hox - we want sugaestions nos!
Also on Ivan's door: A piece of buaf sent in to us by BECCON, the 1987 Eastercon. Anyone interested should read this soaetiase.

stacks: Sose of our less popular and, shall we say, less well received books now live in cardboard boxes.
accessible, but beware tortoises...

New Aquistions:
-Rdaas; Hitch-Hiker's Radio Scripts. Invaluable for punt parties, and generally interesting as well.
~Aldiss; Trillion Year Spree. A history of sf froa Frankenstein to the present day.
-Asimov; Bicentennial Man. A robot who wants to be a human (at least according to the blurb).

-Barker; Books of Blood, Vol.2. (I couldn’t find Vaol.l) - Inspired horror shorts. Includes perhaps Barker ‘s most intense story,
Dread.

-Hughart; Bridge of Birds. Humorous and well-written Chinese fantasy. Received rave reviews froa that highly critical bible,
‘The QUSFG Newsletter.'

-Hoorcock; The Kar Hourd And The Horld's Pain. (I couldn’t find ‘Gloriana’). Mediaeval clash of Good ang Evil. The best fantasy
novel of the year - IASFM, 1981. :

-Nolte; free Live Free. See this issue for in-depth survey of this work.

They are still

3.Discussion Neetings

Wednesdays, 8:15pa Christ Church, Meadow Buildings, 6:12. Listen to all your favourite people sharing in their wisdoa of those
things we enjoy. (See Daily Information for details). Join the queue for free coffee/tea and (occasionally) biscuits too.

4.6anes Neetings.

If anyone has any games/quizzes etc they'd like to share, please see a cosmittee meaber,

9.5Finx

T
h
d

Interested in writing for SFinx or helping to bring out an issue? See Maria/Ivan/Neal Iringhas (Exeter). SFinx, for those who
don't know, 1s the society's fiction zine and compulsory reading (or we'll send the girls round (ie. Maria)(')),

hat's about 1t for another tera. Ke're still dying to include your reviem or news offerings in the newsletter, so please let us

ave them. Enjoy the Party - you will go won't you? - and have a great vac (ie. don’t do lots of work l1ke we've left ourselves to
0l.

MORE NEXT TERM!

Dt~ b

Written, produced and edited by David Harris & Pita Enriquez (Catz)
Distributed by Rebecca Heddle (St.Anne's)
Boycotted by Phil Raines (Balliol)




